NIGERIA
SPEAKS
MONTHLY NATIONAL POLL - FEB. 2022
Poll Highlights
9 out of 10 respondents (92%) have
experienced scarcity of fuel in their
respective locations.

82% of respondents expressed concerns
over the prevalence of ritual killings,
especially amongst youths in Nigeria.

Nigerians frustrated over the lingering fuel
scarcity in the country which has resulted in
high cost of transport (88%), increase in food
prices (59%), and reliance on fuel hawkers
(black marketers) for their supply (35%).

Get-rich-quick syndrome (62%), peer
pressure (40%), unemployment (29%), and
poor parental upbringing (23%) identiﬁed as
major factors responsible for the trend in
ritual killings.

Nigerians blame the Minister of State for
Petroleum Resources and the GMD of the
NNPC for not doing enough to address the
situation and alleviate the pain caused by
fuel scarcity on the masses.

To stem the tide of ritual killings amongst
youths, Nigerians suggest creation of jobs
(55%), community policing (12%), and
adequate punishment for perpetrators
(12%).

NIGERIANS EXPRESS FRUSTRATION OVER FUEL SCARCITY – NEW POLL
th

Abuja, Nigeria, March 8 , 2022 – Africa Polling Ins tute recently released its monthly NigeriaSpeaks poll report for
February 2022. The poll was undertaken in the week of February 17th, 2022 to elicit ci zens' percep on and
a tudes on topical issues and trends covering a potpourri of social, economic, poli cal, governance and public-life
issues. The NigeriaSpeaks poll project is a series of monthly na onwide public opinion polls, aimed at bridging the
gap in primary data, by capturing public opinion and allowing ci zens to lend their voice to public policy discourse,
prac ce, and advocacy.
In summary, the February 2022 poll revealed that Nigerians have expressed anger and frustra on over the lingering
fuel scarcity in the country, as 92% of respondents have experienced scarcity of the product in their respec ve
loca ons; resul ng in high cost of transport (88%), increase in food prices (59%), and reliance on fuel hawkers
(black marketers) for their supply (35%). Consequently, ci zens blamed the Minister of State for Petroleum
Resources and the Group Managing Director (GMD) of the Nigerian Na onal Petroleum Corpora on (NNPC),
sugges ng that they are not doing enough to address the situa on and alleviate the pain caused by fuel scarcity on
the masses.
In addi on, the poll sought the opinion of ci zens on the spate of ritual killings in the country; and found that 82% of
respondents expressed concerns over the prevalence of ritual killings, especially amongst youths in Nigeria; as
they consider a number of factors responsible for this trend, such as the get-rich-quick syndrome (62%), peer
pressure (40%), unemployment (29%), and poor parental upbringing (23%) amongst others. Finally, the poll
revealed that in order to address the issue of ritual killings amongst youths, there's need to create job
opportuni es (55%), provide closer local security, such as community policing (12%), and ensure adequate that
jus ce and adequate punishment is meted out to perpetrators of ritual killing (12%) amongst others.
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Detailed Poll Results & Findings
Given the current fuel crisis bedeviling the country, the ﬁrst ques on from the poll asked ci zens if they have
experienced fuel scarcity in their loca on in the past 4 weeks. From the poll responses, the majority of respondents
(92%) conﬁrmed they experienced fuel scarcity in their loca on in the past 4 weeks, compared to a few respondents
(8%) who said they have not experienced fuel scarcity in their loca on in the past 4 weeks.
Have you experienced fuel scarcity in your location in the past 4 weeks?

8%
Yes
No

92%

As a follow-up to the preceding analysis, the second ques on sought to examine the impact of fuel scarcity on
Nigerians and their household in general. Overall, ﬁndings from the poll revealed that fuel scarcity has had a
signiﬁcant nega ve impact on households; and Nigerians expressed anger and frustra on over the situa on. From
the poll responses, majority of respondents (88%) expressed their anger and frustra on that the fuel scarcity has
resulted in “High cost of transport”, “Increase in food prices” (59%), and “Reliance on fuel hawkers (blackmarketers)” (35%). Others said they have had to resort to making “Use of public transport instead of private cars”
(32%) and it had aﬀected some businesses (5%) amongst others.
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What has been the impact of fuel scarcity on your household this past few weeks?

88%

High Cost of Transport

59%

Increase in Food Prices

35%

Reliance on Black-marketers for Fuel Supply

32%

Use of Public Transport Instead of Private Car
Aﬀected my Business
Restrict Movements

5%
2%

Damage my Car

1%

Don't Know

1%

Also, the poll sought to capture ci zens' awareness of the incidence of adulterated fuel or dirty fuel that was
imported into the country. From the responses, the majority of respondents (66%) claimed to had experienced or
heard about the incidence of adulterated fuel, compared to 27% who hadn't expressed experienced or heard
about it.
Did you also experience or hear about any incidence of fake, adulterated or dirty fuel?

7%
Yes
No

27%
66%

Don’t know
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Furthermore, the poll sought to examine the eﬀort of the Nigerian Na onal Petroleum Corpora on (NNPC) /
Ministry of Petroleum Resources toward addressing the issue of fuel scarcity. Surprisingly, from the poll responses,
only 25% of respondents opined that the NNPC / Ministry of Petroleum Resources is doing enough to address the
issue of fuel scarcity, compared to 40% who opined they are not doing enough.
Do you think the NNPC / Ministry of Petroleum Resources is doing enough
to address the issue of fuel scarcity?

25%

35%

Yes
No
Don’t know

40%

In addi on, disaggregated data showed that there are more ci zens in the North-Central (52%), South-East (49%),
and South-South (47%) zones who suggested that the NNPC and the Ministry of Petroleum Resources are not doing
enough to address the situa on and alleviate the pain caused by fuel scarcity on the masses. On the contrary, the
North-West zone, with 43%, had the highest responses who said the NNPC and the Ministry of Petroleum
Resources are doing enough.
Do you think the NNPC / Ministry of Petroleum Resources is doing enough
to address the issue of fuel scarcity?
Gender
National

Age Group

Male

Female

18 – 35
Years

36 – 60
Years

Geo-Political Zone
60+

North
Central

North
East

North
West

South
East

South
South

South
West

Yes

25%

30%

20%

26%

25%

22%

20%

33%

43%

14%

14%

16%

No

40%

43%

36%

38%

40%

42%

52%

42%

23%

49%

47%

38%

Don’t know

35%

27%

44%

36%

35%

36%

28%

25%

34%

37%

39%

46%
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The next ques on focused on social-related issues and sought the opinion of Nigerians on the prevalence of ritual
killings especially amongst youths in Nigeria. From the poll responses, a vast majority of the respondents (82%)
believe the issue of ritual killings amongst youths is 'Somewhat' or 'Very' Prevalent in Nigeria today compared to
12% who do “Not at all” believe the issue is prevalent.

In your opinion, how prevalence is the issue of ritual killings amongst youths in Nigeria today?

6%

12%
Not at all Prevalent + Not Prevalent
Somewhat Prevalent + Very Prevalent
Don’t Know / Refused

82%

Further disaggrega on of the data highlights that ci zens who expressed concerns over the prevalence of ritual
killings, especially amongst youths in Nigeria were more in the South-East (95%), South-West (93%) and the Elderly
(93%). Surprisingly, there are more respondents in the North East (35%), and North West (19%) who do not believe
the issue of ritual killings amongst youths in Nigeria today is prevalent.
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In your opinion, how prevalence is the issue of ritual killings amongst youths in Nigeria today?
Not at all Prevalent + Not Prevalent

Somewhat Prevalent + Very Prevalent

Don’t Know / Refused
95%

93%
82%

83%

81%

87%

82%

80%

93%
87%

73%
61%

35%

14%

12%
6%

10% 9% 11% 9%

National

4%

3%
Male

Female

Gender

19%

14%

18 – 35
Years

7%

36 – 60
Years

6%

7%

0%
60+

North
Central

Age Group

4%
North
East

8%
2%
North
West

3%

South
East

6%

7%

South
South

5%

2%

South
West

Geo-Political Zone

In addi on, respondents were asked to iden fy factors responsible for the reported cases of killings in society today.
From the poll responses, the top three factors highlighted by respondents are: “Get-Rich-Quick syndrome” (62%), “Peer
pressure” (40%), and “Unemployment” (39%). Other factors men oned are “Poor parental upbringing” (23%),
“Poverty” (17%), “Heightened insecurity” (11%), “Decline in societal moral values” (8%), and “Lack of educa on” (5%).

What are the factors responsible for the reported cases of killings in the society today?
Get-Rich-Quick Syndrome

62%
40%

Peer Pressure
Unemployment

39%

Poor Parental Upbringing

23%

Poverty

17%

Heightened Insecurity

11%
8%

Decline in Societal Moral Values
Lack of Education
Don’t Know

5%
4%

Consequently, the poll sought the opinion of Nigerians regarding safety measures they think people can take to avoid
being vic ms of ritual killing. From the responses, “Be safety conscious / Avoid late nights & lonely places” (48%) came
ﬁrst on the list of safety measures people can take to avoid being vic ms of ritual killing. Following this was “Be contented
/ Prayerful & trust your ins ncts” (32%). Other measures highlighted by respondents include: “Keep good company /
Avoid peer pressure” (6%), “Let people know your whereabout at all me” (3%) amongst others.
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What safety measures do you think people can take to avoid being victims of ritual killing?

Be Safety Conscious / Avoid Late Nights & Lonely Places

48%

Be Contented / Prayerful & Trust Your Instincts

32%

Keep Good Company / Avoid Peer Pressure

6%

Let People Know Your Whereabout At All Time

3%

Restoration of Proper Parental Upbringing

3%

Youth Empowerment / Job Creation

2%

Institution of Community Policing

2%
4%

Don’t know

The poll also sought to elicit the views of ci zens on what should be done to address the rising incidence of ritual
killing in society. From the responses, the top three (3) priority areas iden ﬁed by ci zens are: “Create job
opportuni es” (55%), “Be er security measures / community policing” (12%), and “Adequate jus ce to oﬀenders
or perpetrators” (12%). Other areas men oned are: “Bringing back our moral values to the society” (10%), and
“Educate the society / create more awareness” (3%).

In your opinion, what should be done to address the rising incidence
of ritual killings in the society?
55%

Create Job Opportunities for the Youths

Better Security Measures / Community Policing

12%

Adequate Justice to Oﬀenders or Perpetrators

12%
10%

Bringing Back Our Moral Values to the Society

Educate the Society / Create More Awareness

Don’t know

3%
8%
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In addi on, the poll also sought the opinion of ci zens regarding February 14 , a day popularly observed as
Valen ne's Day. From the poll, majority of respondents (64%) stated that they do not believe in Valen ne's Day;
compared to 30% of who aﬃrmed their belief in Valen ne's Day.
February 14th is considered Valentine’s Day globally, which was just a few days ago.
Do you believe in Valentine?

6%
30%

Yes
No
Don’t know

64%

Consequently, the 3 in 10 respondents who said they believe in Valen ne's Day were further probed to ﬁnd out
what the day means to them. Interes ngly, the majority stated that the day represents a Celebra on of love / Lovers
Day (92%), as well as a day to Show Care and Charity (5%) and Share Gi s (1%).

What does Valentine mean to you?

92%

5%

1%

2%

?
Celebration of Love /
lovers day

Showing Care
and Charity

Sharing gifts /
Giving

Don’t Know

In addi on, respondents were asked how they spent the day. Findings revealed that more than half of the
respondents (54%) celebrated Valen ne's Day at Home / Farm/work / Shop and Church. This was closely followed
by 22% of respondents who said they celebrated Valen ne's Day with their loved ones, 17% said they went out to
see a movie, 3% said they celebrated Valen ne's Day by exchanging gi s, and 4% of the respondents said they
forgot about celebra ng Valen ne's Day.
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How did you spend your Valentine’s Day?

54%

At Home / Farm / Work / Shop & Church

With Loved Ones Like Family, Friends & Children

22%

17%

Went Out For Movies

I Forgot About It

Exchanged Gifts

4%

3%

Poll Methodology
This poll is part of the monthly NigeriaSpeaks series of na onal public opinion polls conducted by Africa Polling
Ins tute (API). The opinion poll was administered between February 17th to 24th 2022. It involved telephone
interviews of a random na onwide sample. 1,021 randomly selected phone-owning Nigerians aged 18 years plus,
represen ng the six geopoli cal zones in the country, were interviewed. With a sample of this size, we can say with
95% conﬁdence that the results obtained are sta s cally precise - within a range of plus or minus 5%. Members of
the public are welcome to suggest ques ons to the monthly poll.
Africa Polling Ins tute (API) is an independent, non-proﬁt and non-par san opinion research think-tank, which
conducts opinion polls, surveys, social research, and evalua on studies at the intersec on of democracy,
governance, economic condi ons, markets, and public life; to support be er public policy, prac ce, and advocacy
in sub-Saharan Africa.
Signed
Professor Bell Ihua
Execu ve Director, Africa Polling Ins tute

Centre Court,
46 Crescent, CITEC, 4th Avenue, Gwarinpa, Abuja, Nigeria.

